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Joseph J. Powell is a partner with Hutchison & Steffen, practicing in trust and 
estate litigation, trust administration, probate administration, estate planning, 
asset protection, and business formation. A significant portion of his time is 

dedicated toward trust and probate litigation matters and their resolution, both in 
Nevada and California. 

Joseph has litigated matters involving will beneficiaries, trust beneficiaries, personal 
representatives in estate matters, trustees in trust matters, as well as creditor claim 
issues. He has handled matters relating to claims of undue influence, lack of capacity, 
fiduciary fraud, mistake, and escheat, to name a few. Joseph also assists trustees, both 
professional and non-professional, with trust administration matters.

Over his years of practice, he has handled cumulative amounts in controversy that exceed 
one billion dollars, overseen several hundred probate estate administrations from start 
to conclusion, and drafted and reviewed hundreds of estate plans, including numerous 
Nevada asset protection trusts. Joseph has appellate experience, as well, having handled 
appeals relating to trust disputes brought in Nevada before the Nevada Supreme Court.

Joseph earned a B.A. in Political Science in 1998 from California State University San 
Marcos and his Juris Doctorate from Whittier Law School (magna cum laude, 2003) 
in 2003.

 
Appellate Experience
■ Matter of W.N. Connell & Marjorie T. Connell Living Tr., 393 P.3d 1090 (Nev. 2017)

■ In the Matter of THE SOMMER FAMILY LIVING TRUST, dated February 13, 
1996, Nevada Supreme Court Case Number 73464 (First Appeal) 80423 (Second 
Appeal/Pending)

■ In the Matter of THE W.N. CONNELL and MARJORIE T. CONNELL LIVING TRUST, 
dated May 18, 1972, Nevada Supreme Court Case Number 73837 (oral argument)

 
Seminars
■ The Probate Process from Start to Finish, National Business Institute (NBI) 2014 

■ Navigating Probate Court in Nevada, Complying with Rules and Practice Tips (Live 
Oak CLE) 2016
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Legal Employment History 
as Attorney
■ Law Offices of Joseph Powell (father), San Juan Capistrano, 
California: December 2003 to June 2004; Position: Associate 
Attorney; Practice Areas: Workers’ Compensation and 
Personal Injury

■ Burdman Law Group, Las Vegas, Nevada: August 2004 to 
December 2004; Position: Associate Attorney; Practice Area: 
Construction defect, plaintiff representation
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